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M. de Belli&vre at once sent one of his suite, one M. de Villiers, to the court, which was then at Richmond ; the judgment had been secretly rendered six days before, and submitted to Parliament, who were discussing it with closed doors.
The French Ambassador could not have chosen a less auspicious moment to approach Elizabeth. To gain time, she refused to receive M. de Villiers, sending word to him that he would understand the reasons for her action the next day. "When the next day came, the report was generally current in London that two members of the French embassy had died of the plague at Calais, and that, for that reason, however desirous she might be to oblige Henri III., the Queen could not expose her precious existence to the risk of contagion by receiving his envoys.
M. de Belli&vre's astonishment when he heard of this report, was unbounded; he declared that the Queen had been misled by a false and malicious rumor, and insisted upon being received. Nevertheless, he was put off for six days more; but as he threatened to wait no longer, but to start for home, and as Elizabeth was disturbed by the attitude of Spain, and, all things considered, was not anxious to embroil herself with France, she sent word to M. de Belli&vre in the morning of December 7, that she would be ready to receive him and his associates at Eichmond Castle in the afternoon.
At the appointed time the French ambassadors presented themselves at the palace gates, and were ushered into the Queen's presence. They found her seated upon her throne, and surrounded by the most eminent of her subjects. MM. de Chateauneuf and de Belli&vre, the former being the regular Ambassador, and the latter an Envoy Extraordinary, thereupon saluted her in the name